
Date of meeting: 22nd November 2017 
 
Present: 
Summerfield Richard Mead (RM) – Land Buyer 
 
Steering Group Mike Marshall (MM) – Chair of Steering Group 
  Jim Claydon (JC) – Steering Group representative 
 
Catherine Faulkner – taking notes 
 
MM introduced RM to our Neighbourhood Plan and explained where we are in the process and that Summerfield 
had been invited to the meeting as it is knownthat they have an option on land within the parish, and our Plan will 
look at what the local community wants for the next 20 years. 
 
RM explained that they have had the employment park land (Nexus 25) in their ownership for over 20 years and they 
see the M5 as an important arterial route.  Summerfield feels that jobs must come with the housing due to the 
number of houses Taunton Deane (TDBC) have to produce.  Somerset County Council (SCC) have money secured for 
junction 25 and, as per junction 21, it is expected to increase capacity and unbung the junction.  Summerfield has 
always had an aspiration to connect the employment site back to Taunton and has considered using a bridge at 
Haydon Lane side. 
 
RM explained that they try to work collaboratively, and it is their view that TDBC are not in a good place to 
demonstrate that they have a 5-year housing supply.  This will be tested by a 200 house planning application by 
Gladman which if successful could open the flood gates.  
 
MM explained that the Parish Council would welcome a new junction 25A however, it was concerned that the route 
will only be taking 30% of traffic from the A358 from the current traffic rate which will then build up again.  The 
Parish Council would like to see a spur from the proposed new route to Nexus 25. 
 
Summerfield explained that they have been told that the priority is to keep the A358 as an express way and 
Highways England (HE) are very reluctant to join it to Nexus 25. It is Summerfield’s view that Nexus 25 will improve 
the viability of the P&R. 
 
JC explained that there were no community benefits from the work to junction 25, Nexus 25 or the A358 re-routing.  
The community are not happy with the schemes and see it worsening things for the community.  They would prefer 
it all being looked at jointly.  MM added that they would like to see improvements to Ruishton Lane for pedestrians 
and cyclists.  He also added that the Parish Council actively engages with TDBC, SCC and HE and are disappointed 
that they do not engage and treat each scheme separately. 
 
RM asked whether the Parish Council will get CIL monies and JC replied that they will not get CIL as Nexus 25 is not in 
our Parish and TDBC’s current position is that the Parish has no housing need. 
 
RM advised that they have an additional field under option next to Nexus 25 and a further field, which is the one 
between Stearts Cottages and the Primary School.  MM advised that there is currently a problem with access to the 
Primary School and would be interested in there being an alternative access route.  JC added that the Household 
Survey showed that there was a preference to maintain Ruishton and Henlade as separate areas, however they 
would like to see both halves of Henlade joined together.  That area already has a Post Office and some other 
businesses established. 
 
RM said that if any of Summerfield’s options can help the Parish achieve any of their objectives to let them know as 
they would like to engage in the Neighbourhood Plan process. 
 


