
 

Ruishton and Thornfalcon Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group 
 
Notes of meeting held on 13th March 2018 
 
 
In attendance: Mike Marshall (MM), Doug Lowe (DL), Dave Duke (DD), Jim Claydon (JCl) and 

Catherine Faulkner (Administrator) 
 
 
1. Apologies  

Roy Bulgin (RB) gave his apologies. 
 
2. Declaration of Interest 

JCl declared an interest as he is Chair of CCS. 
 
3. Notes of last meeting (15th January 2018) 

All agreed minutes were correct.   
 

Update on action items: 
a) The Administrator to review the Parish Council’s responses to Planning Applications for any 

key themes – to progress in line with gap analysis project 
b) The Administrator to arrange a meeting between JCl, MM, the Administrator and ST for the 

end of February 2018 to see if ST can undertake the policy context and topic group papers 
work, discuss timings and costs – completed and on agenda item 7 

c) The Administrator to ask John Capstick and Mike Hellings to meet with these businesses in 
the first instance, asking them to make notes for a separate consultation paper which should 
be given to the Administrator – requested.  Meetings still to be held 

d) MM to contact Kijlstra and arrange to meet with them to understand their aspirations 
regarding their land – MM advised that the telephone number on their website is no longer in 
use and the Director he liaised with left in December 2017.  Action: MM to email the general 
information/contact details on the website and ask who to liaise with now. 

e) The Administrator to include the Business/Employment survey findings on the agenda for the 
next Project Team meeting, circulate it with the agenda and add it to Dropbox – completed 

f) The Administrator to agree the final survey and timings with TDBC with the approval of MM 
and to feedback to CCS – completed 

g) JCl to consider the presentation of the Vision and Objectives to the Project Team – 
completed and on agenda item 9 

h) The Administrator to include the presentation of the Vision and Objectives on the agenda for 
the Project Team and then add it to Dropbox - completed 

i) The Administrator to circulate a list of matters for discussion at the CSM meeting – 
completed and on agenda item 5 

j) The Administrator to obtain a copy of the Parish Council’s previous response to the HE 
preferred route (and its response to the new consultation) to ensure these comments are 
considered by the Neighbourhood Plan groups - completed 

k) The Administrator to update the Project Plan adjusting the timeline for Policy Development, 
and all other resulting key tasks, by 2 months. The updated Plan to be circulated to the 
Steering Group and then put on the agendas for the Project Team and Parish Council - 
completed 

l) The Administrator to draft a Newsletter article advising of the Housing Needs Survey - 
completed 

m) The Administrator to put the Household Survey report and both school consultation reports 
on the website.  The Business/Employment survey findings to be added to the website once 
it has been to the Project Team meeting - completed 



 

n) The Administrator to send a follow up email to the two 
Deane Councillors to ask whether they will be attending the 
Project Team meeting - completed 

o) DL to forward the latest Air Quality data to the Administrator 
– completed 
 

4. Review of last Project Team meeting 
It was agreed that it had been useful for the Project Team members to meet John Thorne at the 
meeting and it is clear that he is willing to support the Neighbourhood Plan where he can.  The 
discussion on the Vision and Objectives was helpful and the comments have been incorporated 
into the updated Vision which will be discussed later on this agenda. 
 

5. Review of meeting with CSM and any resulting actions  
It was agreed that the Parish Council would be asked to take forward the ideas on future joint 
working.  Action: The Administrator to email the Clerk and ask her to put the items regarding 
the potential for joint working on flooding issues and use of the new sewage works road on the 
Parish Council agenda. 
 

6. Feedback from meeting with Hallam Land Management  
The notes of the meeting had previously been circulated to the group and there were no further 
updates. 

 
7. Feedback of meeting with Stuart Todd (ST) re Key Issues report and resulting actions 

It was agreed that we need a consolidated document as our evidence base which is presented 
in a way that is acceptable for the Neighbourhood Plan process.  Some possible gaps in 
evidence had been identified by ST: 
 
a. Meeting with Ruishton Primary School (their future needs and parking issues) 

It was identified that there is a need to have a direct conversation with the Primary School, 
and possibly the Pre-School, to discuss their needs and aspirations for the life of the 
Neighbourhood Plan which should also include the discussion of a parking survey/count as 
evidence regarding the parking difficulties at drop-off and pick-up times.  It was suggested 
that Roy Bulgin and Julia Curtis may be able to carry out this piece of work. Action: The 
Administrator to ask Roy Bulgin and Julia Curtis to undertake the consultation meeting with 
Ruishton Primary School and the Pres-School. 
 

b. Green space protection and transport corridors 
It is necessary to identify green spaces and transport corridors that parishioners think are 
important and why.  It was suggested that this might be undertaken prior to the Parish 
Meeting in May Action:  The Administrator to provide maps etc for a workshop before the 
Parish Meeting. 
 

c. Parking surveys and photographs (School, Recreation Field/Village Hall, Pub) 
A discussion was held as to where other parking surveys may be needed.  It was felt that a 
draft survey may be useful, or a count may be needed instead.  Action: The Administrator to 
speak with SCC Highways to ask them the best method to use.  There was also a 
discussion about asking the Village Hall what parking issues they have. Action:  The 
Administrator to write to the Village Hall and ask what parking issues they may have and 
whether they would be interested in being involved in undertaking a parking survey.  There 
may also be parking requirements for the Ruishton Inn when they have events such as the 
monthly auction, and this needs to be explored with them.  Action: Roy Bulgin to contact the 
Ruishton Inn and ask them whether they have any parking problems, when, what are they 
etc 
 
 



 

 
d. Cycling/footpaths workshop 

There are a number of footpaths and cycle paths within the 
parish already, however consideration needs to be given to 
the future development of these in line with the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  There may also be places people walk which are not currently 
designated footpaths.  After discussion, it was agreed that this could be explored further at 
the next Project Team meeting and at the Parish Meeting.  It was also agreed that Taunton 
Area Cycling Campaign (TACC) should be invited to attend along with Pat Pike and any of 
her regular walkers, so that their input can be sought.  Action:  The Administrator to ask 
TACC and Pat Pike (and her regular walkers) to attend the next meeting of the Project 
Team. 

 
8. Community assets 

Creech St Michael (CSM) have designated a number of buildings and areas within their Parish 
as community assets which includes the pub and some green space.  Whilst it was felt that the 
Nags Head, Ruishton Inn and Henlade Post Office could be considered for being a community 
asset, it was agreed that this was a responsibility of the Parish Council rather than the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Action:  MM and DL to take the Community Assets item to the Parish 
Council for discussion on their agenda. 

 
9. Vision – planning for presentation to Parish Council and parishioners  

As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process, the Vision for the parish needs to be approved by 
the Parish Council and then presented to the parishioners for their comments.  It was agreed 
that the Vision should be presented to the Parish Council for agreement on 2nd May 2018.  Once 
approved, it can be formally presented to the parishioners at the Parish Meeting on 10 th May at 
7pm.  A workshop will be held before the Parish Meeting to seek views on green spaces, 
footpaths and cycle paths and, whilst the information on the Vision can be available, it will be 
presented formally at the start of the Parish Meeting. Action: The Administrator to arrange for 
all slides from the presentation to be printed as posters for the Parish Meeting and to be funded 
from the Parish Council NP funds. 

 
10. Project Plan review (attached) 

The Project Plan was reviewed and no changes were suggested. 
 
11. Newsletter 

Action:  The Administrator to submit an article explaining about the workshop before the Parish 
Meeting and the need to involve the parishioners in exploring the future needs of footpaths, 
cycle paths and green spaces. 

 
12. Next Steps/Any other business 

MM advised that the proposed new wards which is out for consultation, puts CSM with West 
Monkton and our parish with Stoke St. Mary, North Curry etc. 
 
MM also advised updated that now SCC have agreed to proceed with the upgrade of junction 
25, this will inevitably trigger TDBC proceeding with Nexus 25. 
 

13. Date of Next Meeting for Steering Group and Project Team 
The next meeting of the Steering Group will be held on Monday 23rd April 2018 at 10.00am at 
Parklands.    

 
The next meeting of the Project Team will be held at 6.45pm in the Village Hall itself on 
Thursday 24th May 2018.  


