
 

 

 
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL 

CLERK: HEATHER BRYANT, NORTHAY HOUSE, NORTHAY, CHARD, SOMERSET. TA20 3DN 
EMAIL: ruishtonpc@gmail.com. TEL: NO: 01460 234770 

 
PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME  
There were no questions from the public 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2014. 
CLLRS PRESENT:  Lowe (Chairman) Marshall, Anderdon, Bulgin, Goldstone, Hancock, Small, Harper, 
Mullins and Dickinson 
ALSO PRESENT: County Councillor Ross Henley, District Councillors Dave Durdan & Kelly Durdan,  
1 parishioner and the Clerk Heather Bryant 
 
11/14/01  APOLOGIES  
                  Received from Cllr James 
 
10/14/02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 None declared 
 
10/14/03 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1st OCTOBER 2014  
 RESOLVED: to approve the minutes as a true record. 
 
11/14/04 FLOODING 
 Update from the Flood Committee Chairman  

Cllr Goldstone reported that the Ring Bank project at the end of Church Street has been 
completed to a very good standard. There was a training session on 14.10.14 with the Police and 
County Highways. They had a look around the village for possible sites for the mobile signs. 
The Police will lead on this with County Highways. There are 14 mobile signs and will be 
placed at strategic points in the parish. A person is still needed to put out the mobile sign at Ham 
Road. 
The Clerk will write to Michael Lake EA asking for an update on Phase 2 of the Ring Bank 
project. 
Cllr Goldstone also reported on an Insurance Advice/Information event she attended on 4th 
November 
 
Flood gate – Dinhams Bungalows 
Cllr Goldstone raised a question in regards to flood gates at Dinhams Bungalows. Cllr Marshall 
confirmed that funding was already agreed by TDBC last April 2013. The Clerk will write to 
TDBC Environment Services to ask why this had not been completed. 
 
Dedicated pump for Ruishton 
 The Chairman reported that it has been confirmed that Ruishton will have its own dedicated 
pump. ((Min No 10/14/04 refers) The pump will enable in times of flood the overflow from their 
system to be pumped or pushed into the river instead of being gravity fed.  It is scheduled to be 
fully operational by January 2015.  

  
 Flood Committee A/c – lock for shed £9.99 

This was agreed. 
 

11/14/05 PROPOSED J25 EMPLOYMENT SITE 
A full discussion took place in regard to a meeting arranged by TDBC in regard to the 
Employment Site at Junction 25. It was reported that C.C. Ross Henley, D.C.’s Dave Durdan 
and Kelly Durdan were not invited. The parish councils where this proposal will have major 
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impact were also excluded. Potential employment providers and the C.C for North Petherton 
who was representing SCC were invited. 
 
A press release on 16th October issued by TDBC with a headline of ‘4000 jobs boost for Taunton 
Plans Revealed for a Major New Employment Site at M5 junction 25’ 
Cllr Marshall reported that this headline was totally misleading as there is no concrete viable 
plan for a major employment site at junction 25 and the creation of 4,000 new jobs is at best a 
guess. The Henlade employment site can only be fully effective when issues such as, a Henlade 
bypass, Duelling of the A358, a complete redesign of junction 25, flood alleviation plan and the 
access problems are solved. 
Cllr Marshall continued that Ruishton & Thornfalcon PC and Stoke St Mary PC have jointly 
issued a Press Release highlighting the above concerns. 
 
Also in the Somerset Gazette there was a report on a site visit with the M.P. Patrick McLoughlin 
and a prospective M.P. for Taunton Deane. Again Cllrs from TDBC and SCC were present but 
our CC, DC’s and the Parish Council were excluded. The Clerk will write to the Minister asking 
why representatives of the parishes that will be most affected were not invited and to state that 
R&TPC is very concerned of the lack of respect that has been shown to the parishes involved by 
pushing this forward without inviting any representatives from the parishes and not being kept 
informed only via the local newspaper.  
 
D.C Kelly Durdan stated that she could ask for John Williams (Leader of the TDBC) to attend 
our December meeting. It was agreed that she could. 

  
11/14/06 HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

A full discussion took place on the current major road works on the A358 and there were several 
reports of very long delays. It was reported that traffic has been ‘backed up’ on the M5, junction 
25 which the camera on the slip road would fail to pick up as it was facing the wrong way. The 
Clerk will write to the Highway Agency stating that the camera priority should be facing the tail 
back on the slip road. 
  

 Readings of the speed indicator device for Lipe Lane and Lower Henlade-Greenway Lane 
The Clerk reported that she emailed the Traffic Team at SCC which was copied in to the Police 
in regard to the high speed readings and enforcement measures should now be put in place. No 
reply has been received. The Clerk will now write a letter to the Police direct. 

  
11/14/07 PLANNING MATTERS: 

a) 31/14/0012/LB  Removal of internal partition wall at Musgrave House, Lower Henlade 
The Council had no comments to make.  

  
11/14/08 RECREATIONAL FIELD 

a) Proposal: to consider in principal if the council will have any objections for the Village Hall 
Committee placing a large metal storage container alongside the rear wall of the hall 
It was agreed that the Council had no objections in principal. 
b) Update on QE 11 plaque 
The Clerk reported that the ‘Fields in Trust’ organisation has advised that there had been 
problems with the lacquer on QE11 plaques. The QE11 Trust will send a replacement free of 
charge  
c) Report from Cllr Bulgin 
Cllr Bulgin reported that he has not received any more news on the cost of installing a Kissing 
Gate. 
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11/14/09 CLERK’S REPORT 
  a)Mobile Library service – proposed to cease in Ruishton from March 2015   

It was reported that a consultation exercise by TDBC is currently being carried out in regard to 
the closure of some mobile library services. Unfortunately Ruishton is at very high risk as one of 
the criteria for closing as being less than 3 miles from a library service. This criterion has been 
put in place regardless of how many residents use the mobile library. The users of the mobile 
services are mainly the elderly or disabled who would find it very difficult to get to Taunton 
library by bus or car. The Clerk will include this in the December newsletter stressing that it is 
very important to respond to the consultation. 
 

 b) It was agreed that the Clerk could attend training at a cost of £23. (1/3rd share)  
  

11/14/10 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
  The Chairman had nothing to report 
 

11/14/11 COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS  
 C. C. Ross Henley reported on the following 

 Park and Ride lack of facilities – SCC has said that there is no budget to provide 
customer toilets or shelters which is totally unacceptable. 

 Fish and chip van calling at Dinhams – it is taking a very long time for TDBC to issue 
the necessary licence despite chasing this up. The Clerk will write to Penny James, Chief 
executive of TDBC to state the Council’s concerns on how long this is taking to grant a 
licence. 

  
 D.C. Dave Durdan reported on an employment site at Mill Lane, Creech St Michael. 
 

D.C. Kelly Durdan had left the meeting at this point. Cllr Marshall reported that TDBC 
Community Scrutiny Committee discussed the Taunton Strategic Flood Risk Option Report in 
which Kelly is a Member. Cllr Marshall asked the Clerk to write to Kelly to ask for a report of 
that meeting and any views or concerns she may have particularly of any potential effects that 
flood alleviation upstream may have on this parish. 

 
11/14/12 FINANCE  
 a) RESOLVED: to approve the Financial Report and schedule of cheques. 
 H Bryant  Salary Oct 14  £385.20  
 HMRC  PAYE   £  11.60 
 H Bryant  Expenses (stamps)  £   10.08 

 K Goldstone Lock for shed  £    9.99 
          Ruishton PCC Grant (TDBC)  £  75.00 
 Thornfalcon PCC Grant (TDBC)  £150.00 
  

b) RESOLVED to adopt the Financial Regulations as presented with the changes as agreed at the 
meeting. 

 
11/14/13 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
 The Clerk had nothing to report 
11/14/14 MATTERS TO REPORT OR FOR THE AGENDA AT THE NEXT MEETING  

Cllr Bulgin reported on a couple of overgrown hedges in the parish. The Clerk stated that she 
would include a piece in the December newsletter in regard to overhanging branches/vegetation 
on the highway. 

  
DATE OF THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 3rd DECEMBER 2014 AT 7.30pm IN RUISHTON VILLAGE HALL. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME. 
7.20pm 
 

 


