
1 
 

RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON  
PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3 APRIL 2013  

 
Present – Cllrs. Lowe, Marshall, Anderdon, Bulgin, Goldstone, Hancock, Harper, James, 
Mullins, Rexworthy and Small 

In Attendance: - County Cllr. D Fothergill, District Cllr. D. Durdan, 3 Parishioners and  
 Mary Growtage (Clerk to the Parish Council.) 

Apologies: Cllr. Faulkner, District Cllr. K. Durdan.  

The Clerk told the meeting that Peter Lacey of Somerset Association of Local Councils had died 
over the Easter weekend. 
 

04/13.01 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
  There were no declarations of interest. 
   
04/13.02 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 March 2013 having been circulated, was duly agreed and 
signed by the Chairman as a correct record.  

 
04/13.03 PLANNING MATTERS 
 Although the postal address is Stoke St Mary both of these planning applications are in our 

parish. 
 
 31/12/0019 – PROVISION OF A LOW IMPACT YURT, ERECTION OF A WORKSHED AND 

SMALL WIND TURBINE IN STOKE WOODS, STOKE ST MARY  
 
The meeting oppose this application for the following reasons: 
  

 Concern that the temporary development may become permanent. 
 Does not show a need 
 Bringing industry to an area of natural beauty 
 Wind turbine is a substantial structure that is detrimental to the surroundings 
 Detrimental effect on the countryside 
 Additional traffic onto narrow country lanes 

 
31/13/0004 – REPLACEMENT OF DWELLING AND DETACHED GARAGE AT NEW FARM 
BUNGALOW, STOKE ST MARY 
 
The meeting supported this application as the site needs redevelopment due to the age of the 
existing Woolaway bungalow. 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT STOKE ROAD, HENLADE  
 
An exhibition of the proposed houses to be built by Raglan had been on display in the hall prior 
to our meeting and it is understood that over 30 people attended. Most were concerned 
regarding additional traffic, including the amount of parking spaces and the sewerage which it is 
understood is going to be linked into the sewerage system at Ruishton and not Lower Henlade. 
The clerk is to ask Wessex Water if they were aware of this.   
         

04/13.04 CLERK’S REPORT 
SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE PROGRAMME 2013 – A letter has been received from Dave 
Grabham (SCC Traffic Management Group) stating that assessments were carried out in Stoke  
Road and Greenway Lane (near the Mount Somerset entrance) 1 March 2013 covering a period 
of one hour during the day.  
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The results did not meet not meet the current policy criteria required to be included in the Speed 
Indicator Device programme, the average speeds recorded were 32mph at Stoke Road and 
33mph at Greenway Lane. However in order to provide a fair representation of the speed at 
these locations Somerset County Council are intending to install a temporary SID at both 
locations for a period of two weeks, starting 28 October 2013 and will operate 24/7 while they 
are in position. 
 
The results will be sent to the Parish Council, County Councillor and other interested parties and 
the figures produced will determine whether or not either or both of these locations will qualify for 
inclusion in the SID programme, to qualify the resultant average speed must equal or exceed 
36mph in a 30mph limit. 
 
TRAINING – There will be a Planning Training session covering Transport Issues on 23 April in 
the John Meikle Room at Deane House starting at 6pm 
 
HIGHWAYS – We have not yet heard from Kali Martin (Somerset Highways) regarding the state 
of the speed humps in Ruishton Lane. 
  
KNIGHTSTONE HEDGEROW – The council have not heard regarding the ownership of the 
hedgerow. 
 

04/13.05      CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 FLOOD VOLUNTEERS MEETING – Cllr. Lowe reported that there 18 volunteers attended the 

first meeting of Flood Volunteers and had appointed Len Goldstone as their Chairman. 
 
 HEAVY GOODS VEHCILES THROUGH RUISHTON – Complaints have been received 

regarding heavy vehicles driving through Ruishton from Ham Sewerage Works. The clerk is to 
write to Wessex Water requesting that drivers are told to use Lipe Lane and not Ruishton which 
has a width restriction in Ruishton Lane. 

  
04/13.06 RECREATION FIELD UPDATE INCLUDING TREE INSPECTION 
 The Deed of Dedication for the QEII Playing Field in Trust has been received and was signed by 

the Chairman and Cllr. Bulgin on our behalf. It now has to be signed on behalf of the Village Hall 
Committee as they lease part of the land. 

 
 New play equipment has now been installed and congratulations were expressed to  

Cllr. Bulgin on a successful outcome. 
 
Cllr. James is to do a press release and Cllr. Mullins will take photographs to be sent to the 
Somerset County Gazette. 
 
The clerk will write to Kier Bam (contractors at Hinkley Point) thanking them for taking down the 
old wooden equipment, which saved the council over £3k.  

 
 Invoices have been sent to TDBC to enable us to receive their grant of over £9,000, Awards for 

All (Lottery funding) also accounted for a similar amount together. While a personal donation of 
over £4,000 has been promised.  

 
 The DLO have been asked to now paint the ‘old’ play equipment. 

  
The clerk has met Mark Holloway (TDBC) and told him which trees are to be included in his 
inspection – this will be done before the next meeting. 

 
The clerk is to write to the owner of the field behind the Village Hall, asking him to reinstate his 
boundary fence with the recreation field in order to make it safe and avoid children getting into 
his field from the recreation field. At present he has some safety fencing attached to the ball stop 
fencing which is on Parish Council land.  

04/13.07 NO COLD CALLING SIGNAGE 

 The Chairman and clerk have now identified all sites, these will now be sent to Somerset 
Highways for approval. 
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04/13.08 FINANCE 
 The following accounts were paid before the end of the financial year: 
  
               £                                                            
   TDBC         1987.25 Upkeep of recreation field and other areas. 

 Wicksteed Leisure  16843.20 New play equipment 

 Mary Growtage            84.12  Postage etc. This includes £9 underpaid to the clerk for her 
October 2012 salary due to a transposition of figures and now agrees with HMRC figures         

 The account has been received from Proludic Ltd.in the sum of £18,108.01 and was agreed for 
payment. 

 A claim has been made for a VAT repayment of £3509.91 from HMRC for the year. 

 TDBC have already sent us our precept of £14k for 2013/14, plus a grant of £931. 

 The Annual Audit will take place on 1 July 2013 and will this year be undertaken by Grant 
Thornton of Bristol. Nina Carter will again undertake the internal audit beforehand. 

 
04/13.09      OTHER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED   - NONE 
 
04/13.10      DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS’ REPORT  
 Cllr. Durdan told the meeting that Taunton Deane is to build 30 council houses in Creechbarrow 

Road. 
 
 Also, that Sport England is giving a grant of £500,000 to upgrade the swimming pool at Station 

Road in Taunton. 
 
 Following the closure of The Brewhouse, Taunton Deane who own the freehold of the land may 

show an interest in buying the building but not running it themselves.  
 
 Cllr. Fothergill told the meeting that the proposed road from Tarmac to the A358 has been 

granted Conditional Planning Permission by the Regulation Committee. 
 
 The Government are being pressed to go ahead with the upgrade of the A303. 
 
 This will be the last meeting that Cllr. Fothergill will be attending as our County Councillor as due 

to the Boundary changes he will be standing for another division at the forthcoming election. 
 
 The Chairman thanked Cllr. Fothergill for all the work he had done for the parish during his term 

in office, this was endorsed by Cllr. Anderdon. 
 

  The next meeting will be 
THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 1 MAY 2013 

commencing at 7.30pm 
parishioners question time will be at 7.20pm 

 
THE COUNCIL IS AWARE OF THEIR IMPLICATION UNDER 

SEC.17 OF THE CRIME AND DISORDER AND HAVE CONSIDERED THE ACT IN THEIR 
DECISION MAKING ACT 2000 

 


