
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 DECEMBER 2002 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 PM 

  
Present:  Coun. Marshall (Chairman), Bulgin*, Dickinson, House, Jelks, Lowe, Mullins, 

Rexworthy, and Shattock. Coun. Kim Cooper* 2 Parishioners            *District 
Councillors 
    

Apologies: Coun. Small and Watson (County Councillor) 
    

The meeting observed a minutes silence in memory of Mr David Small who had died 

in a tragic accident on his farm. David was a councillor for Thornfalcon for many 

years and was a past Chairman of the Parish Council. 

  

12/02.01 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 November 2002, having been circulated, were taken as 
read and after minor amendments were duly agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
   

12/02.02  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
ACCIDENT IN RECREATION FIELD (JULY 2001) Clarke Willmott and Clarke had written to 
the Clerk enclosing a Court Order requesting information regarding the upkeep of the 
recreation field and stating that a fee of £271.49 would be due from the Defendant. 
The Clerk has already submitted all relevant information to the insurers and has passed the 
letter and Court Order to them. 
Coun. Anderdon and the Clerk arrived at 7.20 pm 
The Chairman had spoken to Melanie Harper (Cornhill Insurance) who confirmed that they 
will meet the £271.49 cost if applicable but they are contesting the case. 
The Clerk will contact her regarding the grass culling contract. 
 
TAUNTON LOCAL PLAN - Members present were given draft comments to TDBC's 
responses to our objections as prepared by the Chairman. A copy of which is attached. 
Coun. Bulgin* declared a Code of Conduct interest. 
The Chairman went through the comments in detail, and it was unanimously agreed that they 
should be sent to T.D. without alteration. Information was also received that any relocation of 
the Livestock market would be at either junction 24 or 26 and not at junction 25. 
 
JUBILEE PHOTOGRAPH - This will be re-advertised before a final order is placed. 
 
RACIAL EQUALITY - Coun. Lowe had studied the full report and recommended the wording 
for our statement of intent. This was agreed. 
 
 
CREECH ST MICHAEL - The Parish Council had asked for our support in their request for 
street lighting in Hyde Lane, which is used by children from both parishes attending Heathfield 
Community School. It was agreed to support the request and the Clerk will write accordingly. 
   

12/02.03 

CASUAL VACANCY 

There had only been one application for this vacancy, being from Mrs J Walker. It was 



proposed By Coun. Shattock that this be accepted and this was agreed with one abstention. 
  

12/02.04 

CLERK’S REPORT 
The formation of a Local Access Group for Somerset will be advertised in 
January, with training for successful applicants taking place in April and May. 
Further information is available from the Clerk. 
   

12/02.05 

PLANNING APPLICATION 
3 1/2002/020 - ERECTION OF BUNGALOW ON LAND TO THE REAR OF HIGHCROFT, 
HENLADE (REVISED) 
The meeting considered there was not enough information to comment on this amendment. 
All comments made when the application was previously discussed still stand. 
     

12/02.06 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
It was agreed to adopt the Local Councils’ Model Publication Scheme All Parish Council 
records will be available to the public with the exception of general correspondence sent and 
received by the council and all information relating to private individuals and personal details 
inc. salary, disciplinary and sickness records of employees by virtue of it being personal data 
under the Data Protection Act 1998. 
The Clerk will complete the declaration. 
   

12/02.07 

PROVISION OF LITTER BIN SITUATE HENLADE CROSS ROADS 
Coun. Mullins declared a Code of Conduct interest. 
The cost of replacing a similar litter bin at Henlade will be £216 + VAT and includes the 
installation. The Chairman and Coun. Mullins will meet on site to agree the best place for 
siting the bin and it is hoped it will be in place by Christmas. 
The DLO will be responsible for emptying the bin at no cost to the Parish Council. 
    12/02.08 PARKING - BUSHY CROSS LANE/CHEATS ROAD 
Coun. Bulgin* has met Ian Titcombe(W.S.Atkins) at the end of Woodlands Drive who agrees 
there is a problem with cars parking near this junction in Bushy Cross Lane. It was agreed 
that the Clerk should write to adjacent householders asking them not to park in Bushy Cross 
Lane, if this does not resolve the situation then the Police will be asked for their guidance in 
the matter. 
 
There is still a problem with cars parking in Cheats Road and in front of the car sales 
forecourt. 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the car sale owners 
      12/02.09 AREA QUALITY MANAGEMENT AREA - HENLADE AREA 
Coun. Mullins declared a Code of Conduct interest. 
There have been a series of meetings regarding this issue and the Chairman and Coun. Lowe 
had been in contact with Deane House on the matter. TDBC are to draw up an action plan to 
manage /reduce the problem but actions to alleviate the problem will be in the hands of the 
SCC. 
It was agreed that the Clerk write to TDBC inviting their Environmental Officer to a meeting to 
discuss the formation of their action plan. 



    12/02.10 A358 HENLADE TO A303 LOCAL SAFETY SCHEME 
The Chairman and Coun. Lowe had studied the plans covering our area and their suggested 
response to the plans were given to those present. A copy of which is attached. These were 
accepted and will be forwarded to WS Atkins. Roger Bryant (TOBO) will talk to Tarmac with 
regard to lighting incorporated in their future development plans. 
The Parish Council also requested that we add that we favour road safety and that we 
highlight the problem of right turns into the Blackbrook Tavern. 
 
Coun. Anderdon asked for it to be placed on record that he considered the plans would make 
traffic problems even worse in the Lower Henlade area. 
  12/02.11 ACCOUNTS 

The records and bank reconciliation as at 31 October 2002 have been checked and agreed 
by Coun. Jelks. 
 
The balance in hand as at that date was £10,743.15 in Nat West A/C, there has been no 
movement on the Scottish Widows NC which remains at £6,000. 
 
The following accounts were passed for payment: 
  

  £           

Parsons Landscapes    Maintenance 

Vale Labels 15.00   Newsletter 

TDBC 259.68   Dismantle/re-erect goal posts 

SPFA 10.00   Subscription 

  

12/02.12 APPLICATION FOR GRANT FOR PARISH PLAY AREA 
Coun. Bulgin stated that the large slide is the most used piece of play equipment in our 
recreation field. The current replacement cost would be between £5,629 and £6,559 
depending on the type of safety surfacing that was provided. 
 
It was agreed to note this and take steps to replace the existing slide in possibly 2004/05 
unless condemned on inspection before that date. 
  12/02.13 PRECEPT 
Copies of a draft precept were handed to members present. 
This will be discussed fully and agreed at the January meeting. 
  12/02.14 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT/S 
Our new District Councillor (Kim Cooper) addressed the meeting and expressed her 
willingness to help both Creech and Ruishton in any way she could in the future. 
 
Coun. Bulgin* spoke of the number of high level meetings he had attended recently. 
He stated that TD had now agreed that it would not like to see development on ‘our side ‘ of 
the motorway. The Highway Agency also have the same view, especially following the 
SWARMMS report. 
 
He claimed that he is assured that there is no health hazard from the smell of urine at the lay-
by trading site and agreed to investigate the sale of wooden mushrooms from the same site. 
 
With regard to the asylum seekers to be housed in the area, he stated that there was no 
option and that TD were against the proposal as there is already a shortage of affordable 
housing. 
  THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.10 PM 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON 8 JANUARY 2003 

 


