
RUISHTON AND THORN FALCON 
PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 SEPTEMBER 2002 
COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM 

  

Present:    Coun. Marshall (Chairman), Anderdon, Bulgin*, Dickinson, House, 

Lowe, Mullins, Rexworthy, Small and Shattock, Nigel Farrow and 

Jeremy Callard (SCC), Rob Watson (County Councillor), 34 

Parishioners and the Clerk. 

  

The meeting commenced with a minutes silence in memory of Coun. Roy Squier* 

who had died suddenly on Sunday 1 September. The Clerk has sent our deepest 

condolences to his wife and family. The funeral service is at 2.30 pm on Monday 9 

September 2002 at Taunton Crematorium. 

   

09/02.01 

UPDATE ON THE SWARMMS REPORT A358/M25 

Nigel Farrow (Corporate Director) and Jeremy Callard (Technical Studies Manager) 

from SCC were introduced by the Chairman. 

 

It was clearly stated that proposals are still at a very early stage and no firm 

commitments have been made regarding the future of the A358 through Henlade and 

the M25 junction. 

 

The SWARMMS report had carried out a study of traffic movement from Reading to 

Camborne for the SW Regional Assembly. The report contains suggests for providing 

additional junctions 24A/25A and dualling the A358. 

 

The Minister will have the final say as to what he considers to be the priority of all 

proposals in the country, his response should come at the end of the year. 

 

SCC and Taunton Deane are committed to carry out an Urban Extension Study on the 

economic growth of the area which may affect the outcome, they will consult with 

parishes on this study. 

 

The Chairman stressed that any bypass should not be developer funded. 

   

09/02.02  

FOOTPATH ALONG CHEATS ROAD 

Coun. Bulgin* introduced Ewan Howie (WSA) who is now the officer responsible for 

this formation of this footpath, but it was stressed that he had only just joined WSA 

 

Coun. Jelks (Village Hall representative) stressed that the Village Hall Management 

Committee nor the Parish Council were consulted on the final plans for this footpath, 



as had been promised. Particular concern was expressed over the felling of the twenty 

year old sweet chestnut tree on the corner of the Village Hall car park. 

This having been done it is now important that WSA make sure that suitable 

replanting is carried out and that in future there are proper consultations. 

   

09/02.03 

CLERK’S REPORT 

PARISHIONERS QUESTION TIME - The Clerk will contact PC Smith with regard 

to ‘Boy Racers’ in the Lower Henlade/Stoke Road area late at night. 

 

She will also, be meeting Ken Perry (WSA) with regard to the state of footpaths and 

other problems in the Parish, hopefully before the next meeting. 

 

DIARY DATES - The SALC AGM is being held on 28 September at North Curry 

Village Hall, no one appears able to attend. 

 

The next LAMP meeting is at 7.00 pm on 26 September at Ashcott VH. There is a 

Clerk’s course on 14 October but the Clerk is unable to attend. 

 

AUDIT - The Statement of Accounts has been resubmitted as it required a further 

signature by the Chairman. 

 

PROPOSED CYCLE ROUTE TO HANKRIDGE - Alex Sully is leaving his position 

as cycling officer and had written stating that ‘Sustrans’ now have the matter in hand 

as they believe they can forward the matter quicker than the SCC. 

 

INSURANCE CLAIM - The Cornhill Insurance have written to Parsons Landscapes 

asking them for dates on which the recreation field grass was cut in 2001 and whether 

they encountered any problems with the ground. They are continuing to maintain 

denial of liability. 

 

PARKING PROBLEM - A letter has been received from Mrs T S McEwen regarding 

the parking of cars in Bushey Cross Lane between the entrance to Virginia Orchard 

and New Holme. 

Coun. Bulgin has this matter in hand, the Clerk will acknowledge the letter and also 

mention the matter to PC Smith. 

 

FLOOD PROCEDURAL CHANGE - A letter was read that had been sent to Coun. 

Mullins as Portfolio Holder for Taunton Deane from the Environment Agency. This 

states that during a flood event it is proving impractical’ to follow up a faxed flood 

warning with a manual telephone call. It is therefore proposed to replace the manual 

follow up call with a telephoned Automated voice message. The message will consist 

of a recording advising that the warning has been issued and the Floodline can be 

called if further information is required. 

 

It was agreed that there should be more than one person in the Parish named to 

receive this information, as yet no one was volunteered to have their name put 



forward as a local contact. 

   

09/02.04 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

SCHOOL TRANSPORT - Alternative school transport will be put into operation 

from Ruishton to Heathfield Community School at a reduced rate. This is being 

subsidised by the SCC 

 

SPEEDING TRAFFIC - A booklet on this subject has been received by ‘BRAKE’ 

and the Chairman will put an article in the next newsletter, 

   

09/02.05 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

31/2002/012 - REMOVAL OF CONDITION RESTRICTING THE OCCUPANCY 

OF FALCON LODGE TO OWNERS ACCOMMODATION ATTACHED TO THE 

HOTEL AT FALCON LODGE, HENLADE 

(31/1 988/0010 -condition 3) 

 

This has been agreed. 

 

31/2002/013 - ERECTION OF BUNGALOW AND GARAGE TO REAR OF 

HIGHCROFT, HENLADE. 

 

This is a resubmission of a recent refusal. 

 

The meeting still feels that this application should be refused, on the same grounds as 

before. 

   

09/02.06 

RECREATION FIELD 

Coun. Bulgin* had spoken to Lee Constable who inspected our play equipment who 

stated that there is nothing radically wrong with it, although the Council should look 

to replacing the slide in the near future. 

 

It was agreed to make this an agenda item before the next precept is discussed. 

 

Lee Constable is to be asked to meet with Councillors on 22 September prior to the 

Jubilee Photograph. 

 

The chain link fencing needs attention, the Clerk will get quotations. Coun. Bulgin* 

and House will ‘fill in’ the hole by the five bar gate. 

 

The bins need emptying, the Clerk will mention this to Parsons if this is still the case. 

   



09/02.07 

JUBILEE PHOTOGRAPH 

This will take place at 3.00 pm in the Recreation field, A5 notices will be distributed 

in the Parish a couple days before the event. 

   

09/02.08 

ACCOUNTS  
The following accounts were passed for payment: 

  £       

Parsons Landscapes 206.80  Upkeep rec field etc 

D.Lowe  45.00  Clear footpath 

It was agreed that the Clerk should send flowers to Mrs J Squier from the Parish 

Council. 

   

09/02.09 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 

Coun. Bulgin said the Somerset Strategic Partnership were strongly in favour of 

dualling the A358 and that there should be another junction (24A) on the M25. 

 

He stated that there is a need to get economic growth in the South West. 

 

With regard to his participation in the Urban Extension Study - Coun. Bulgin* was 

urged, by the Chairman, to take on board that a solution should be found that is not 

developer funded re dualling the A358 as this has been the wish of the parish for the 

last 7 years of the Local Plan process. Coun.. Bulgin* stated that under the current 

administration further development would not be to the east of the motorway. 

 

  THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.40 PM 

The next meeting is on 2nd October 2002 

 


