
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON 
PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 1 AUGUST 2001 

COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM  

Present:    Coun. Marshall (Chairman), Anderdon, House, Lowe, Mullins, Rexworthy, Shattock, Squier*, 1 

Parishioner and Mary Growtage (Clerk)  

*District Councillors 

Apologies: Coun. Bulgin*, Dickinson and Jelks 

08/01 01  

CO-OPT COUNCILLOR FOR THORNFALCON  

It was proposed by Coun. House and seconded by Coun. Lowe that Ian                           Small be co-opted as Councillor for 

Thornfalcon. 

This was carried unanimously and the Declaration of office was duly signed. 

    

08/01.02  

MINUTES OF THE LAST TWO MEETINGS 
The minutes of the meeting held on 4 July 2001 and of the planning meeting held on 25 July 2001, having been circulated, 

were taken as read and were duly agreed and signed by the Chairman. Following one minor amendment on the planning  

meeting minutes. 

   

08/01.03  

CLERK’S REPORT 
Members present were given details of forthcoming events before the next meeting, including the Best Village of the Year 

competition which takes place next week.  Due to the recent Foot and Mouth epidemic this is taking a different format this 

time and judges will not be visiting the village in the first instant. 

The Clerk reported on the following matters: 

RIVER TONE - To date works to strengthen flood defences in Ham have now been completed with work at Ham Lane 

now nearing completion. Agreements have been made with the landowners to carry out works in Mill Lane in Creech St 

Michael and it is anticipated a start date towards the end of July at this location.  Defences at Ruishton are due to be 

attended to following the completion of the above work. 

De silting of the River Tone in the vicinity of Creech St Michael road bridge is programmed to get underway in August. 

The newsletter promised at a recent meeting with the Environment Agency is to be produced once the feasibility study has 

highlighted viable options.   

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS - There is a website available for the Jubilee and this gives information and 

advice on the sort of events envisaged, funding available and other helpful advice. http://www.goldenjubilee.gov.uk  Coun. 

Anderdon has offered golden daffodils for planting in the village. 

DRAINAGE -Copies of the drainage survey carried out by WS Atkins have been given to Coun. Squier. There has been a 

meeting with Coun. Squier and representatives of the Environment Agency and Taunton Deane Borough Council.  In view 

of a wider study being carried out by the EA it was felt that their consultation would be best placed to provide a 

recommendation to resolve the surface water flooding in Ruishton. 

LAYBY TRADER A358 - This matter has been passed to WS Atkins. 

The Clerk will give details to Con. Mullins in order to help bring this to a                         conclusion. 

FOOTPATH RUISHTON TO HANKRIDGE - Letters has been received from Alex Sully (County Cycling Officer) and 

Trevor Noyes (Rights of Way Officer,TD) stating that there seems to be widespread support for this scheme and that they 

are looking of ways to bring various organisations together to bring it to fruition. It is believed the County should lead as 

they have access to the greatest funding.  TD will contribute by replacing stiles with bridlegates, in the near future.  

FOOTPATHS - Following the F & M epidemic we have been informed that TD will pay for the reinstatement of 

footpaths. If a local worker is engaged, then the PC should invoice TD for the amount  and the PC should settle with the 



local worker.  The two councillors responsible for footpaths will see which paths need attention and then contact Mr 

Hawkins to see if he will be willing to clear them as in the past. 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURES 

RUISHTON LANE - The Chairman had written to WS Atkins regarding the closure of this lane. Unfortunately there 

appears to be no alternative, but the work should be completed in about a week. 

STOKE ROAD, HENLADE - Will be closed for 14 days from 6 August. 

GREENWAY LANE  - The road closure will be from 13 August for 14 days. 

In all cases road diversions will be posted. 

CYCLING ON FOOTPATHS - In a reply from the Chief Superintendent (Avon and Somerset Police) he states that the 

Police do not see this as a priority area for their attention and would not at this time be prepared to spend a great deal of 

time to prevent this activity unless there was a danger to other users.  

SEAT JUNCTION LIPE LANE AND A358 - WS Atkins have been asked to clear the brambles/weeds from around this 

seat.  Mr Perry is aware of this and will attend to it when other more urgent matters have been dealt with in the area.  

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

31/2001/006 -There has been an amendment to the plans regarding the Mount Somerset Hotel at Lower Henlade although 

the Parish Council were not notified.  This application is being heard at to night’s TD Planning Control Sub-committee. 

4/40/01/001 - A letter has bee written enlarging on our concerns made at a previous meeting regarding the further 

development at Ham Sewerage Works.  

FOOTPATH RUISHTON VILLAGE HALL TO CHEATS CORNER - The Clerk agreed to write and enquire when it 

is expected that this work will be undertaken. 

   

08/01.04  

RELOCATION OF VILLAGE SIGN IN BUSHY CROSS LANE 
It has now been agreed that this sign is best left in its present position but that it should be further from the ground so that it 

does not get overgrown with weeds. 

WS Atkins have been asked to straighten the HENLADE sign on the A358. 

Coun. Anderdon asked that the S bend signs in Hayden Lane be replaced, having been damaged by contractors over two 

years ago. 

   

08/01.05  

PARISH TRANSPORT FUND 
Heathfield School have arranged for a mini bus to take children from the village to Monkton Heathfield  next term at a cost 

of £2 per day for each child. The bus will daily have to make two trips each way. 

 This matter will be left in abeyance until the next meeting when we may know exactly how many travel to the school from 

the village and we have heard from the deputy head on this matter. 

   

08/01.06  

FOOTBALL PITCH 

The meeting was adjourned while members viewed the site. 

It was agreed that work needs to be carried out on both goal areas and also that weeds need to be cut back around the ball 

stop netting at the village hall end of the pitch. 

Coun. Squier* will liase with Holway United Football Club as to when is the best time to carry out this work. 

A further quote has been received of £682 + Vat from the DLO., the football club had previously sent a quote of £1000, to 

date we have not heard from Parsons Landscapes. 

Coun. Anderdon and House are able to provide top soil as a temporary measure if required. 



There are no grants available for this work. 

   

08/01.07  

RECREATION FIELD 
Following the Annual Inspection, several minor urgent repairs have been carried out by the DLO.  As a matter of urgency 

the DLO were also asked to repair the hole in the chain link fencing at the gate entrance to the recreation field. At a cost of 

£75.00, this has already been vandalised and the DLO are to be asked to again fasten the top of the fence. 

   

08/01.08  

TRAFFIC CALMING 

The result of the recent Traffic Calming Survey was handed to those present, a copy of which is attached. 

It was proposed by Coun. Anderdon and agreed unanimously that the scheme should go ahead.  Once the scheme is in 

place the County Council will upkeep the road markings. 

Coun. Squier* will look into what grants are available and ways of funding the scheme.  The Parish Council have 

precepted £1500 towards this in the current year. 

08/0109  

LOCAL PLAN UPDATE 

Coun. Bulgin, Marshall and Squier had held a meeting with Mr David Lobban and they worked on the ‘Supplementary 

Written Evidence’ which has to be submitted by the end of August. This is still in draft and copies were handed to those 

present. 

The Public Inquiry will now run from 29 September 2001 to 19 April 2002 It is noted that Beazer Homes will not appear at 

the Public Inquiry re the major development at Henlade, but rely solely on written evidence. 

Taunton Deane Urban Capacity Study will have a neutral impact on the Public Inquiry.  

Objection number 0159/5448 has been formally withdrawn as the proposal for a bus route through Henlade on the A358.  

Policy T40 has been deleted. 

The Clerk is to confirm the appointment of Mr David Lobban as advisor to the Parish Council for the Public Inquiry into 

the Taunton Deane Local Plan. 

    

08/01.10  

ACCOUNTS  

The following accounts were passed for payment: 

  £   

Parsons Landscapes 171.30 Upkeep of Recreation field etc 

Richard Gudge 248.69 Decoration of Bus Shelter 

The Fidelity Guarantee limit on our insurance policy with Cornhill Insurance has been increased to £20k.  There is no 

additional premium but certain rules apply. 

   

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.30 PM 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 5th. September 2001 

 


