
RUISHTON AND THORNFALCON 
PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 4 JULY 2001 

COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM  

Present:    Coun. Marshall (Chairman), Anderdon, Bulgin*, Dickinson, House, Jelks, Lowe, Mullins, 
Rexworthy, Coun. Watson (County Councillor) 10 Parishioners and Mary Growtage (Clerk) 

Apologies: Coun. Shattock 
  

07/01 01  

 FOOTPATH - CHURCH TO HANKRIDGE  

At the invitation of the Chairman, Sarah Capstick addressed the meeting and requested that footpath 32/5 be improved.  

This would then provide pedestrians and cyclists with an uninterrupted, traffic free route into the centre of Taunton 

following the opening of the cycle bridge across the River Tone at Hankridge.  

Sarah has started a petition and to date already has 171 signatures, if enough support is forthcoming then ‘Cyclesomerset’ 

would be willing to take the proposal forward.  

Some parishioners present were against the suggestion fearing that by creating a better path then there could be more 

danger of flooding in Church Lane and also fears that the path would be used by motor cycles and mopeds.  

It was pointed out that this was one of the objectives set out by the Parish Council and also that the footpath is actually in 

West Monkton Parish.  

Coun. Marshall stated that he would be prepared to attend a West Monkton Parish Council Meeting with Sarah if she 

would like to put her suggestion to them.  

Coun. Bulgin* suggested that the Environment Agency, Taunton Deane (Trevor Noyes) and the Somerset County Council 

(Alex Sully) should be involved and agreed to assist to help in bringing this to a satisfactory conclusion without upsetting 

nearby residents.  

Coun. Squier* arrived at 7.50 pm and also agreed to assist with the above. 
  07/01.02  

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2001 having been circulated, were taken as read and were duly agreed and 

signed by the Chairman.  

NB The meeting had closed at 9.25 pm 
   07/01.03  

PLANNING APPLICATION  

31/2001/009 (TD) ERECTION OF DWELLING AND WIDENING ENTRANCE AT THE FALCON HOTEL, 

HENLADE.  

Taunton Deane had already granted outline planning permission. The meeting welcomed the wider entrance, although still 

concerned that permission would mean more traffic endeavouring to join the A358. But would be guided by an assessment 

from the SCC.  

There was concern that the new property had too large a ‘footprint’ and it was noted that the present dwelling 
next to the Falcon Hotel was not shown on the site plan received by the Council. 
  07/01.04  

CLERK’S REPORT  

FOOTPATHS - It was agreed to get footpaths T22/15 and T22/16 cleared.  Most footpaths are now open following the 

Foot and Mouth crisis, but Coun. House said he would be putting a closure order on footpaths where he has livestock.  



DIARY DATES - A list was circulated to members for information. The Chairman stated that he would like a Councillor 

to attend the LAMP meeting on 25 July 2001 at North Currry commencing at 7.15 pm 

The Somerset Best Village Competition will be judged on 7 August at Victoria House, when four members of the parish 

should attend to give the judges a 15-20 minute presentation.  The Chairman will give this some thought before the next 

meeting.  

The Chairman will attend A Watch Scheme meeting organised by Somerset West Police District on 2 October 2001  

The Women’s Forum (TD) will discuss ‘Latest Transport Issues’ on 8 October.  

YOUTH BUS - This is no longer in operation and is unlikely to be replaced. Coun. Squier* had written suggesting that we 

have a further meeting with the Youth Service  who may be able to suggest other options available to young people in the 

village.  It was agreed that this should be looked into more fully in conjunction with PC Smith.  

HEDGECUTTING ALONG A358 ETC - The junctions at Cheats Corner, Bushy Cross Lane and Lipe Lane have all been 

included in the verge cutting schedule, along with Thornfalcon.  

The Clerk has requested that the grass and brambles are cut back around the seat at Henlade Crossroads and that the ditch 

at Lower Henlade be cleared.  

CYCLING ON THE PAVEMENT ALONG THE A358 - No reply has been received from Sgt. Carol Pearce as to whether 

or not this is an offence.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should now write to the Chief Inspector.  

LOCAL PLAN - The Chairman had attended a meeting regarding the forthcoming Public Inquiry and gave details of how 

the inquiry would proceed and dates when he would be speaking.  

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 2002 - A public meeting will be called when anyone interested will be able 
to attend and give their views.  It is the intention that there should be a day when the whole village are able to 
participate in at least one of many events. 
  07/01.05  

RECREATION FIELD  

Coun. Squier* agreed to repair the three broken palings around the toddler’s play area.  The DLO will be asked to repair 

the chain link fence at the ‘drive    in’ entrance to the recreation field and to suggest and to provide suitable slabs at the 

entrance to the toddler’s play area.  

The football club who regularly use the football pitch have suggested the improvements which they consider necessary.  

The Clerk will obtain quotes for this work before a decision is made.  

A Creech St Michael parishioner has recently broken her ankle in our Recreation Field and had reported the incident to the 

Chairman, who had investigated incident and had subsequently filled the offending rut with soil.  

The Clerk will write, thanking her for reporting the matter and wishing her a speedy recovery. 
  07/01.06  

RELOCATION OF VILLAGE SIGN IN BUSHY CROSS LANE(06/01.06)  

A quotation for moving this sign has been received from the DLO in the sum of £38.00  

Coun. Mullins will meet Kali Martin (WSA) on site to discuss the proposed relocation and height of the sign.  After the 

Clerk has found out the boundary between Henlade and Ruishton. 

  

07/01.07  

PARISH TRANSPORT FUND  

The Clerk has heard from Alex Sherman (SCC - Rural Transport Partnership) that this scheme may be used for replacing or 

maintaining the school bus service from Ruishton to Heathfield Community School.  



Currently a mini bus collects from Ruishton and Creech St Michael at a cost of £2.00 per day per child, but this is due to be 

reviewed at the end of this term.  

Coun. Dickinson will contact the Deputy Head to discuss this in full and then she and the Chairman will contact 
Creech St Michael PC to suggest that this should be a joint venture between the two parishes. 
   07/01.08  

CORRESPONDENCE  

A letter has been received from Ian Morrison (WSA) stating that a basic survey of the existing drainage in Ruishton Lane 

has been completed.  This is  

now being considered by Taunton Deane in relation to a possible enlargement of the existing pump capacity.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should write and request a copy of this survey. 

  07/0109  

ACCOUNTS  

The following accounts were agreed for payment:  

Audit Commission £186.44 99/00 Audit 

Deane DLO £64.93 Removing goal posts 

Vale Labels £15.00 Newsletter 

Parsons Landscapes £171.30 Maintenance 

Cornhill Insurance £34.54 Additional Insurance 

  

07/01.10  

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  

Coun. Watkins being the newly elected Councillor for our division introduced himself to those present. 
  07/01.11  

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  

Coun. Squier* stated that part of the ditch behind 4 Newlands Grove had been filled in and that it was part of the land 

drainage system. This has been inspected by Ken Perry (WSA) and concern has been expressed to Taunton Deane land 

drainage authority.  

The results of the ‘Traffic Calming Survey’ were handed to those present and this will be put on the next agenda for 

discussion.  

Coun. Bulgin* reported to the meeting that the  ‘Park and Ride’ at Cambria would be discussed the next evening by 

Taunton Deane Planing Committee.  

Coun. Lowe will attend on behalf of our Parish Council and deliver the report prepared by the Chairman.  Copies of which 

were handed to those present.  

It was reported that the Environment Agency had placed Ruishton third on their list for ‘Flood improvement 
schemes’ 
   

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 9.15 PM 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 1st. August 2001 

 


